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As a follow up to our On The 
Street- ‘Students have their say’ 
column in last months issue, I 
ventured down to Collins Street 
in Melbourne’s CBD to speak 
with a local expert in the field 
of immigration and education 
- Syed M. Kabir.

For migrants seeking a new 
beginning in Australia, whether 
as a permanent resident or short-
term student, the drastic shift in 
cultures and the separation from 
friends or family are only two 
facets of a very complex process. 
Long before the farewells and 
the stamping of immigration 
visas, a meticulous process of 
paperwork and management 
of financial affairs must be 
organised, analysed, assessed 
and then hopefully approved. For 
the average person, this kind of 
bureaucratic rigmarole is enough 
to make heads spin and it’s a 
real comfort to know there are 
people like Syed that have an 
intimate knowledge of Australian 
immigration laws, to show us the 
way.

Syed has been practicing as the 
Principal Migration Consultant 
at Kangaroo Immigration 

and Education Consultancy 
in Australia, and after an 
impressive University education 
(BEEE, Hons) and career in New 
York, U.S.A. Australia became 
his final choice of residency 
in 2003. ‘I was looking for a 
country with good weather and a 
relaxed pace.’ His desire to move 
from the somewhat impersonal 
world of IT, led him to a full-
time career in Immigration and 
Education Consultancy. ‘I really 
enjoy the personal experience 
of dealing with people on a 
one-on-one basis and making 
a difference’- and with 11, 286 
Indians migrating to Australia in 
the 12 months ending in JULY 
2006, it’s the personal service 
and experience that Registered 
Migration Consultants such 
as Syed, that really make the 
difference.

Immigration and education 
on a global scale has become 
a lucrative business, so much 
so that it has been estimated 
at a $60 billion dollar-a-year 
industry. With these kind of 
figures, it comes as no surprise 
that there are bogus agents (or 
their representatives) that are 
willing to take advantage of 

unsuspecting migrants. ‘I have 
had people crying in my office 
that have been promised one 
thing or another, by someone 
who was just out for their 
commission.’

In Australia student numbers 
from India have almost 
tripled since 2002 to 24, 495 
and vocational education 
institution numbers have swelled 
accordingly. These institutions 
that specialise in anything 
from ‘hospitality’ to ‘motor 
mechanics’ have mushroomed 
in and around Melbourne in 
extraordinary numbers to meet 
the influx of foreign students that 
are able to meet the academic 
and of course, the financial 
requirements. 

Syed has spent countless hours 
studying not only Australian, but 
U.S. and Canadian immigration 
law and is the first to admit 
that to obtain an enviable level 
of expertise in consultancy; 
one has to stay on top of their 
game. ‘It’s a full-time job. Every 
individual case is unique and 
requires a unique approach – not 
to mention all the on-going 
amendments to the laws.’

As the interview draws to an 
end, I begin to ask Syed what 
he likes to do for relaxation- but 
I stop myself mid question and 
rephrase, ‘do you ever relax?’ The 
seriousness of our conversation 
drops away and he laughs with 
me, ‘of course I do! I love action, 
sci-fi and thriller movies. I also 
love basketball and soccer.’

What’s the BIG DeaL?

For a second, I try to imagine 
Syed in front of his television 
enjoying another rerun of 
Die Hard, but all I see is his 
outstretched hand, reaching for 
his mobile- taking yet another 
call from someone in need of 
some good advice.
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